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om fifteen years ago, Dan Phipps, 2 San

Francisoo archstect foe the Past DwCIIlY VEXls, had beeen
involved i 3 maper remodd of as carls 19005
Edwardaan home in which the sprces were rogoning-
wreed. His fieem, Tran Fhipps 8 Assocaancs, had added o
third floor to the single-Family home by converting the
attic into an office and bedroem and adding a stair-
caie leading op wo o

About cighicen months  apo, the bome’s now
arminers soataciod him firm as the origmal remodckng
architocts and wamod him o epgrade the micrior fin-
ishes as well as the appliances.

=Tlhyis was an (sriuney Do go lack and combsse
rusctionality with serherics, ro creare a gesralr,™ sid
Phipps. 4 native 5am Franciscan, “Theees always a
abmare om may parl o G very compichenisive pRops,
i look al a projeat from the macie down 1w ihe
mucro, amd pull it all mgecher m the detals. Ii's wery
sstmlying when vow get to do thae,”

Phipps" clienes are 3 married conple, who bath cook and wanred 1o able wo work
m the ktchen topether. He's a oollecior of shot plasses, and requestod a spot i the
kstchen for hi collecson. Phipps desipnod a reeessd cabinet in the kchen wall coe-
ered with 2 dhear plas panel. The collectson ats on gliss shelves and 15 L2 fromm above.

Ravth clients are alko wvid gardeners w0 Phipps dad two things 0o open upe the howse
o theie pictarewjue rese garden, Fiest, be tore out 3 wall in the kirchen and insialled
fowe-to-criliog glaw overlooking the garden, decipned 15 2 sequence of spaces incoe-
porating tao fountams, an arbor and small e spaces fur tml-tl‘n[lh[‘k‘ﬂ.

PO Dl LT PAGT : Aewrprr wosind worarer, vk by ¢ ooy e Auitraba e Alraa 2nd i Simeesed
in 2 semi-gloss lequer Smish, s agam wsed = the lving rmom firgplace with the ame patinated
retal surrounsd that s @ the hoime's other feaplace. Phapps added s fireplice durnp the
rewas e, FEACTITHRG BT PAOE The Feeplacr in the Ty rooen, ks b o 6l dhee kiichen, wan
ey & cononene mantie abour 6 feer begh char floars acness dhe space and ey oo g meeral Taceesg
sprroursdng the Srpplace. Phipgs wisd b sorked hand witl artisans Lo creste che fghr paring far
the maetal, whach is 2 cold, rolled weel. Mean and cPemicals were applied (o omeate the sffexi
Preppa and b chenrs shes live the oo on the Geeplace of the dappled senhght through the e
= thrr back yard, ©1 goubdnt hawe plasined f o well o happesed aaturally,” sapt Phappd
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bey bove gandening and it shows,™ savs Phapps of his chents. =Tt
wai 0 beaurful, and they have pat time 2ad energy o it and bave grear
resulte. It was impomant 1o look our thar waw™ Phipps abso arranged for a very
pewvate ghimpse of the verdant outdodrs friom the hathroom, Nexe po che hazh is
a long, nacrow panel of sasd-ceched glass, which lets in some Iight but insures
provacy. At the botom of the glass panel he left a square of clesr glass a foor of
the floor to view the gardon, “Its very private, asd a cool thing” e says,

Thee main task For Phipps in the remodel was oo incorporate bigh-qualicy, ses-
tbetically-pleasing fmashes and applissces o replace, tisl, dated ones. He
frpliced the panted, generic kitchen cabiners with a2 mch-textured anegre, a
wood from Awseralis and Africs that Phipps approcates for s charsctee In Eact,
ke wians cven able o wlect the p.;lrl!i-,'l.ll.l.r iree hie weanged froem Archsrecraral Foeesr
Enserprises, in Brrdune, which deplays the rrees shoed o voneers, Plappos bkes
“the rone, the grain and the wonderful wanmeh_ ™

= Anegre has mose charscter than cak and the other sandard woods used n
kirchens. All we needed to add was a clear szain.™, be swavs,

The new owner of these elegane cabmcts was so happy when she saw them
that she dsd something 0o client of Phipps had ever done before, *She hugsed
me,” wavs Phipps. “She had no idea what she was getting and she was stumned
at how beautiful they were,™ During the remiodel, Phipps didn's have o convinoe
his clicnts of snvilang becswae they told him st the owtwer, =W want what you
want.™ 0 cooree, there's slways some dialogue with deents, Bor every time |
walked in the doos wath some pow slca o mioematoa, they sad “Cool?™
Hl."hpd.- lias Bveen crr.ll"mp tkln,d.mfrn'q:nr.:.r}' spaces with humasty in mind for
his clients singe he started s the business aher graduating From U.C. Berkeler.

*My designs are not gustere, they're comfortable places for people 1o live
theie lives,”

Thae & his basic creesd 33 an architecs, *People go (0 Yowmine or the Grand
Canyon ansd are mn awe of it They cespond to certain things in thesr hving envi-
roaments, too, like wonds thar have warmgh, Ko pog interesned in the coldness
of srainbess sveel. Ies ot humane m torms of bving arcand iz, [f people sarroend
themuelves with more nateral moreriak, they rospoad m 5 presal waw, Thar's
cawy b say, bt s complicaced bow yow achewe 1.5 O

Thr bathroom walls are made of Large cusiom-coloned conceete pikes, 235 & the Cuom snede
curved shermorr weall. The Baars ae cerame Libe. The architect and hic chante weanied r,uprrﬂ'hng
cpeny, light, and frach, The miroes abaowe each of the e sanities (000 soen) hoose o wamd-
ctckad frame aroend tha aclge, The margrs are sec off the wall from 103~ 1o 378" so dhey
AP 1o b I'In-m!; At ihe frad of Lhe Bathrosm , (he besri parl @l k] ciched glass new o
the pohan assures peaacy, whale the clear glass paned anthe botrom peris ingo che garden below
Thae hardacars i by Kokler 3nd Ana
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